
 

Dancing in the Twilight Zone 
By J.K. Hirano 

 
The �embutsu is not a mantra that beings recite to the Buddha, 

it is the Buddha’s invitation to beings to accept the liberation 
that he has already obtained for them....When this realization is experienced, 

it comes as a moment of ecstatic, bodily, dancing joy.  
�othing needs to be done! Everything is right as it is!  

“�amu Amida Butsu !” we shout in gratitude. 
~Roger Corless 

The Vision of Buddhism: The Space Under the Tree 

 

It has been a rather hectic and unusual month. I would also like to thank the various organizations and 
people who sent me gifts and get well cards. Thanks to our temple member Dr. Brian Fukushima, my knee 
surgery went well and with rehab it should be as good as can be expected for a fifty one year old knee. Before 
my accident, I thought I understood what it meant to be disabled or handicapped, but it is nothing like the 
reality. Having gone through this experience has given me a perspective on another way of life and living. It has 
truly been a humbling experience that I am profoundly grateful for. 
 

It has also been a rather strange month, reminding me of one of those old Twilight Zone episodes, where 
at the beginning we hear Rod Serling’s introduction “You’re traveling through another dimension. A dimension 
not only of sight and sound, but of mind. A journey into a wondrous land whose boundaries are that of 
imagination. Ladies and Gentlemen this evening’s episode concerns a man waiting to begin a trip to California, 
but without his knowing, he has taken a detour (pause) ... into the Twilight Zone.” 
 

The episode begins with my daughter Taylor coming to see me before I left for California. With my leg 
in a brace, I couldn’t drive to pick her up from school as usual; I didn’t think I would see her before I left for 
California.  As I waited at home, feeling somewhat sorry for myself about not getting to see her, I hear the back 
patio door open. I thought it strange and that maybe somehow Ponzu my dog had opened it and got out, I then 
hear Taylor’s voice, “Hi Dad! How you doing?” I asked her how she got to the house.  She said that she had 
been playing at a friend’s house after school and when the friend’s father was going to drive her home, she 
asked if he would bring her to my house. She said she knew she wouldn’t get to see me for a whole week and 
wanted to try to see me before I left. As with all dramatic episodes on television, there’s a twist in the plot for 
Taylor and me. It was that she forgot to tell her Mom that she was coming to my house.  Her Mom had been 
calling around to find her and didn’t know where she had gone. She was very upset when Taylor called and told 
her to tell her it was my fault since my not being able to drive messed up our regular schedule. She said, “No 
Dad, I was wrong for not letting Mom know what I was doing. But I’m really glad I got to see you before you  
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left.” I was so happy she made the extra effort to visit me, but even prouder that she faced the responsibility of 
making a mistake and willing to face the consequences herself and not make excuses or have them made for 
her. It was the beginning of a series of life lessons. This incident taught me how my daughter loves me as much 
as I love her and that she is growing up with personal integrity. What more could a father ask for?  (Commercial 
break) 
 

We then went to the airport which was another adventure, having to go through security in a wheel 
chair. As I fretted in the plane worrying about how I was going to get around the next week with just a walker, 
as I was pushed to baggage claim in Orange County, Rev. Marvin Harada was waiting for me with a wheel 
chair. I was a little hungry and Rev. Harada had also brought me a Vietnamese sandwich (my favorite) to eat, 
since he thought I may not have eaten dinner. The next morning I didn’t have anything to do except sit in my 
hotel room. I had signed up earlier to play in the BCA minister’s golf tournament that morning, however, 
because of my knee I couldn’t. It was cheaper to fly in as scheduled rather than to change my flight to a later 
date. My friend Wendell Hamamoto took the afternoon off to take me to a nearby Indian Casino. I didn’t win 
money in the casino. That would have been too abnormal.  However, throughout the week I could almost hear 
the tinkling of Glinda the good witch’s magic wand granting my wishes. I had friends like Rev. Matsumoto, 
Shinseki, Okamoto, pushing me around in the wheelchair, before, after and during the meetings and between 
meetings they would check to see if I needed anything like coffee or meeting handouts. It was really a humbling 
experience to have such wonderful friends.  (Commercial break) 
 

It was now Thursday morning. I could relax a bit; Carmela was flying in for the IBS symposium on 
Buddhism and Music. If Carmela is around, I know that things will work out. For example, the week before, 
when our past temple President Kay Terashima passed away, I was so worried about how I would get things 
done for the funeral preparation. I was still taking quite a bit of pain medication and my thinking was blurry. I 
couldn’t think and I couldn’t drive. Carmela came charging in on a white horse and had her secretary reschedule 
all her patients for the afternoon of the Makuragyo and then the viewing and day of the funeral. It’s like when 
she is around, I have an extra set of hands, feet and a better brain. As a result of her being there, the meeting 
seemed to flow by. The IBS symposium was a series of lectures on the topic, “What is Buddhist Music?”  It 
seemed custom fit for our temple’s recent participation in the Interfaith Roundtable Concert at the Mormon 
Tabernacle. I was beginning to get used to everything going my way, maybe too much so and beginning to take 
all this kindness for granted, when the conference banquet began.  (Commercial break) 
 

Carmela wheeled me into the banquet and things seemed to be okay, but as the dinner wore on, I 
realized I was trapped in my place. If I wanted to leave, it would require a lot of people moving their chairs, so I 
could be pushed out. I sat trapped for almost three hours and that was without an official banquet speaker. 
When we finally got out, we went to our room. I had been looking forward to listening to the band playing at 
the dance, scheduled after the banquet. Instead of a speaker, Rev. Harada had arranged for a dance featuring a 
band that played songs from our YBA days. When I first heard about the dance I wasn’t real enthusiastic. I’m 
not a dancer and when Carmela asks me to dance with her, it is not a pretty sight. However, I was now in a 
wheelchair and had a great excuse for not dancing. I could just listen to the band. When we got to the room, 
Carmela was rather tired and wasn’t sure if she wanted to go to the dance. This should have been a sign for me 
that I was entering into the Twilight Zone.  (Final Commercial break) 

 
Our room was on the fourth floor of the hotel, but we could clearly hear the music playing.  It was 

almost like we were being called to the dance. They were playing songs that I really liked, real old school type 
music, Earth, Wind and Fire, Stylistics, Whispers etc. Carmela even commented on how well we could hear the 
music from our room. It was the type of music I heard when I went to my first Western Young Buddhist League 
(WYBL) Conference. Our memories are such that we have a tendency to filter out most of the unpleasant things 
and look to the past with rose colored glasses. It was the same with my memories of these WYBL conferences. 
They did change my way of thinking and really helped me define and decide who and what I wanted to be in  
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life. I was 16 years old when I first attended a conference. At that conference I saw close to 900 other young 
Japanese American Buddhists. It was a cultural shock. It was probably one of the first things that really 
influenced me into becoming a Buddhist priest. It also helped that at the conference were hundreds of cute 
Japanese American girls around my age. I wanted to go back to that dance and relive some of that experience. 
 

Carmela pushed me towards the music, down the elevator, through the hotel. I began to see groups of 
middle aged people dressed in dark colored clothes. As we got closer to the music and passed by clumps of 
people, I noticed they would kind of look the two of us up and down. It was exactly like those old YBA dances. 
They were checking us out, who we were, what we were wearing etc. etc. They were the same people from 
those earlier dances, over thirty years ago, but they were OLD. There was a table with people checking our 
tickets to see if we belonged.  Suddenly I felt the insecurity of a teenager hoping to fit in. Inside the pavilion it 
was very dark, there were some couples dancing, but many more just sitting around tables or standing there, 
checking us out. As we walked inside none of my friends were there, we didn’t know anyone. Carmela would 
guide us through the crowds of people, but it was extremely claustrophobic. I saw a minister and his wife go out 
on the dance floor. However, I didn’t think of him as a colleague, I thought to myself, “That’s cute, the sensei is 
going out trying to fit in.  He wants to act young.” And then the realization hit me, if he is old and everyone in 
the room is old, I’m old too! I asked Carmela if she would mind leaving. She also felt uncomfortable, so we left.   
 

We went up to the conference hospitality room. Coming through the door, someone said, “Hi, Hirano 
Sensei.” I felt a warm wave wash over me. Dot Richeda and Reiko Watanabe from Salt Lake, James Aoki and 
Steve Kato from Ogden were eating and drinking in the room. I felt like Dorothy waking up in the Wizard of Oz 
and seeing Auntie Em’s face. One of the other ministers who grew up in BCA and had also gone to those early 
WYBL dances asked me, “Did you go to the dance?” I said, “We did but it felt really strange.”  He replied, 
“Yeah, it was like the Twilight Zone, everything was the same, but inside the clothes were old people!” 
Everything came into perspective, he was exactly right, we were old and I was so happy to be my age, to be 
where I was, and as Dorothy said, “There’s no place like home.”  I had once been a young man searching for 
my identity. It was a painful journey at times, but all along the way, because of many good friends of the 
Dharma (Zenchishiki), I was just where I was supposed to be. I am okay just as I am, embraced in the wondrous 
compassion of Amida Buddha.  As the camera pans off into a star filled sky and the Twilight Zone theme starts, 
I can be seen dancing with joy, saying Namu Amida Butsu!  Rod Serling’s voice fills the room saying, “The 
Nembutsu is not a mantra that beings recite to the Buddha, it is the Buddha’s invitation to beings to accept the 
liberation that he has already obtained for them....When this realization is experienced, it comes as a moment of 
ecstatic, bodily, dancing joy. Nothing needs to be done! Everything is right as it is! “Namu Amida Butsu!” we 
shout in gratitude. This is a very important lesson our friend has just learned, dancing in, “The Twilight Zone.” 

 

Come Learn the Language of 
Flowers 

 
Have you always wanted to learn to play hana fuda, the first game that made 

Nintendo famous? Are you a veteran player who would like to help new people 
learn the game?  Either way, you are about to get your chance. 

The Wasatch Front North JACL chapter 
is hosting a “Hana and Ocha” party at 

Ogden Japanese Christian Church from 
12 to 3 PM on Saturday, May 2nd. 

Come for some fun, some refreshments, and prizes for the best (or luckiest) players. 
Youʼll be glad you did. 
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President’s  Message 
 

Dear Members and Friends: 
 
Rev. Hirano, James Aoki and I attended the BCA National Council Feb. 26 – Mar. 1 in Irving, CA.  It is always 
interesting to meet and interface with people from around the country and to discuss the various issues that each 
Temple faces. 
 
The complete 2008 Annual Report is located in the Church office and is available for anyone to review.  I will 
however summarize a few significant topics. 
 
1) Fiscal Year 2009 BCA Budget and Membership Dues – Based on proposals passed during last year’s National 

Council meeting, the BCA assessment per member has increased from $82.22 to $85.76.  This means that only $14.24 
of the Church’s $100 membership fee is available for our Temple. 
 
Some FY2009 budget items contributing to this increase were: 

a. BCA contribution to the 750th Shinran Shonin Memorial Anniversary Commemoration 
b. Retired Minister’s Moving Expenses 
c. Buddhism Propagation Programs (e.g. Youth  Advocacy Committee) 
d. Retired Minister’s and Spouse Supplementary Health Insurance 

 
Similar to other costs, the annual assessment will likely increase a dollar or two each year. 

 
2) Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) Update – I would first like to say “Thank You” to all who contributed to the JSC in 2008.  

Last year I mentioned that the Ogden Temple had the lowest percentage of member participation within BCA.  
Thanks to your contributions, our numbers increased and reflect our Sangha’s support of the JSC. 
 
Much additional financial support is still required, but the JSC outlook has improved.   Based on resolutions passed at 
last year’s National Council and hard work by the Campaign BCA managers and BCA Endowment Foundation 
Directors, the following has occurred this past year: 

a. The JSC debt has been reduced from approx. $9.3 million to approx. $7.34 million. 
b. $1.9 million was raised in 2008 
c. A total of over $15 million has been collected to date.  Remember that not all money collected is used for debt 

reduction.  Money is also required for monthly loan payments, JSC operating costs, Campaign BCA 
management, etc. 

d. The previous three loans have been favorably restructured so only two loans remain – both with lower interest 
rates and longer terms. 

e. New donations and loan restructuring have reduced the monthly payment from $51,450 ($617,000/yr) to 
$37,837 ($450,000/yr). 
 

For those of you who have not yet had a chance, I again ask you to consider donating.  The JSC is important to all of 
us - not only today, but also for future generations. 

 
3)  Ongoing Ogden Temple Activities – Bishop Ogui spoke several times about the importance of increased Temple 

awareness within the local communities for the growth of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.  We can be proud to say that our 
Temple is currently conducting many activities that accomplish this.  Speaking with other Temple leaders, I learned 
we are doing as much, and in some cases more, than even some of the larger Temples.  Annette Koga’s and Mike 
Monson’s Buddhism discussion and mediation groups; the numerous local Taiko performances; Temple participation 
in Interfaith Council functions; support of local charities like the Utah Food Bank; Mike’s work with the Mill Creek 
Youth Center; additional advertisement of Church services and functions; and other actions are all positive activities 
that increase our Temple’s awareness and can help our Sangha grow. 

 
As always, please don’t hesitate contacting me if you have any questions or comments. 
 

In Gassho, 
Steven Kato  
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BWA  

 
The BWA will be holding their Eshinniko / Fujinkai Memorial Service on

This will be held in conjunction with Family Service and the June Shotsuki Hoyo.
The speaker for our service will be Rev. Jerry Hirano.

Instead of lunch there will be a Sensei Social, hosted by the BWA, following the service.

Mark your calendars!  The Annual BWA bus trip to Wendover is scheduled for S
be $15 per person.  Please RSVP to Ellen Kato at 801

This is always a great trip, you don’t want to miss it!

Next Meeting 

BWA  DONATIONS

                   
 
 
 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ogden Buddhist Church GEPPO 

Following the May 3rd 
Gotan-E service featuring 
guest speaker Rev. David 

Matsumoto, we will take group 
photographs of the Temple 
members.  It’s been several 

years, 1993 to be exact, since 
the last group picture was 

taken.  We believe such photos 
are an important and valuable 

part of our Church history. 
 

BWA   NEWS  
By Ruth Kawashima 

The BWA will be holding their Eshinniko / Fujinkai Memorial Service on
Sunday, June 21 at 10:00 a.m.  

This will be held in conjunction with Family Service and the June Shotsuki Hoyo.
our service will be Rev. Jerry Hirano.  Please plan on attending this important service.

Instead of lunch there will be a Sensei Social, hosted by the BWA, following the service.
 

The Annual BWA bus trip to Wendover is scheduled for Sunday, June 28.
Please RSVP to Ellen Kato at 801-771-1761 no later than June 21.

This is always a great trip, you don’t want to miss it! 
 

Next Meeting -  Sunday, May 17 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Gassho, 
Ruth Kawashima 

 
�  �  �  �  �  � 

 

BWA  DONATIONS  
 

                   Omitted for Online Version 

 
 
 

    
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Please attend if you’re able 
and inform others so we can 
have as many members
attendance as possible.  If 
you need transportation to 

the Church that day,
contact Annette K.

Hope to see you all on this 
special occasion.

The BWA will be holding their Eshinniko / Fujinkai Memorial Service on 

This will be held in conjunction with Family Service and the June Shotsuki Hoyo. 
Please plan on attending this important service. 

Instead of lunch there will be a Sensei Social, hosted by the BWA, following the service. 

unday, June 28.  The cost will 
1761 no later than June 21. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT    
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Please attend if you’re able 
and inform others so we can 
have as many members in 
attendance as possible.  If 
you need transportation to 

the Church that day, 
contact Annette K. 

 
 

Hope to see you all on this 
special occasion. 

 
 



 
 

*To have an article printed in the GEPPO Member Spotlight section, please e-mail the information to Kris 
Yamada at KYamadaUT@comcast.net by the second Friday of the month.  Every effort will be made to include 

your article.  We appreciate knowing all about the accomplishments of our temple friends and family!* 
 

 

MEMBER  SPOTLIGHT 
 

                  The Family of Mr. Manabu Fujimoto  
         would like to wish him a HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY! 
 

   CONGRATULATINOS MR. FUJIMOTO! 
         Thank you for your many, many years of service to 
           our temple.  We are excited to have you attend our 
                            temple for many  more years! 

 
 

~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ **~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ 
 

Domo arigato gozaimasu 
from Geoff and Linda Enomoto Russell 

 
We would like to thank all of the Temple members who extended their 
hospitality to Yuichiro Sekine, our Toyota Technical College student. Stan Hirai 
gave him an introduction to taiko, and many of you visited with him before, 
during and after the Ohigan service. Afterwards, he told us that everyone was 
yashashii, and that he had a very enjoyable time. 

 
 

~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ **~ ** ~ ** ~ ** ~ 
 

Good Bye To A Long Time Temple Friend 
 

The Ogden Buddhist Church would like to recognize the passing of Mr. Blaine Thorsted. 
Mr. Thorsted, who passed away on March 16, 2009, was a long time Boy Scout leader and was 

involved for many years with our scout troops at the Ogden Buddhist Church.  
 
 
 

OBON DANCE PRACTICE SCHEDULEOBON DANCE PRACTICE SCHEDULEOBON DANCE PRACTICE SCHEDULEOBON DANCE PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
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Mr. Fujimoto 

Yes, it’s that time again! 
Come and learn the new dances! 

Everyone is welcome! 
Practice begins at 7:00 p.m. at the temple. 

Mon, June 29 & Wednesday, July 1 
Mon, Wed & Friday - July 6, 8, 10 

Mon & Wed - July 13 & 15 
 



 

DHARMA  SCHOOL  NEWS 
 

Message from the Superintendant 
 

Hanamatsuri is one of the most important dates we celebrate commemorating the birth of Sakyamuni.  
Hanamatsuri is not only to remind us of the past, but an important festival for our future generations as we come 
together to enjoy each other’s company.  Thank you all for a very successful Hanamatsuri festival.  There were 
more than 150 people at service and most of them stayed for lunch.  I tend to forget how many details there are 

in preparation for this special day.  Everyone was an enormous help with the practices, the lunch, bake sale, 
goodie bags, printing the program, stage crew, getting the kids to the dance practices and preparation for the 
Ochigo parade.  Thank you Ruth Kawashima, Fran Hamada, Linda Russell and Betty Yamashita for dressing 

the Dharma School students for the Ochigo parade and program. 
 

I would be remiss for not giving a special thank you to Mrs. Aiko Kishimoto for taking the time to teach four 
different dances to our youth with less than a month to prepare.  Keep in mind this is in addition to the time she 

devotes to running the Koto Restaurant. 
 

Thank you everyone for a very successful Hanamatsuri Festival! 
 

Suzan Yoshimura 
 

�  ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � 
 

 
 

The Ogden/Salt Lake Buddhist Church Lagoon Day will be held on Sunday, May 31, 2009. 
We have reserved the Bonneville Terrace for our lunch activities again. 

This year Lagoon is offering group rates for individual tickets. 
They are also offering our group Season Passports for a discount price of $84.95 + tax per person for 4 or 
more.  The Season Passports are regularly $94.95+ tax per person and will increase to $105.95 + tax on 

June 8th.  Please contact Suzan Yoshimura 801-540-6056 or Email: yoshimurab@aol.com if you are 
interested in the season passport. 

We hope to see you all at Lagoon!  It is a fun day with friends! 
 

�  ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � 
 

SCRIP Schedule 
 

Remember, by purchasing retail gift cards for your everyday needs or 
special occasions the Dharma School receives 3%-6% of the total sales from 
the retailer.  The program is open to everyone, so don’t forget to tell your 
friends and relatives about the program.  
 
 Order Deadline Scrips Received 
 June 7   June 14 (Father’s Day June 21) 
 July 5   July 12 
 August 2  August 9 
 August 23  September 13 

Ogden Buddhist Church GEPPO May/June, 2009 Issue 



 
Dharma School Service ~ Chair and Alter Schedule 

 
             Date Time Class Chair   Alter Family  Pianist   
  
 May 3 1:00 p.m. Board Hirasuna Family Marisa 
 May 10 10:00 a.m. 9th – High School Heslop Family  Other 
 May 17 1:00 p.m. 6th – 8th Grade Yamashita Family Marisa 
  
 May 24 No Dharma School Service – Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 25th 

 May 31 No Dharma School Service – LAGOON DAY 
 
 June 7 10:00 a.m. 3rd – 5th Grade Aoki Family  Other 
 June 14 10:00 a.m. 9th – High School Summer Family Other 
 June 21 10:00 a.m. Board Hirai Family  Marisa 
 
        
                              Dharma School 
                                    Special Donations 
 

Omitted for Online Version 
 
 

 
                                                         Food Bank Donations 

 
The YBA and the Ogden Buddhist Temple, as a part of the Interfaith Group 

has decided to help out the Food Bank this year.  We need members to please bring 
non-perishable foods that are commercially packaged.  Some suggestions include 
tuna fish, cans of vegetables, boxed dinners, and peanut butter.  It is also 
recommended not to bring any glass items.  There will be a box in the back of the 
Hondo where you can drop off any foods you might want to donate.  
 

This is a great project that will last all year long.  Our YBA and our temple 
are very excited to be a part of this.  Thanks for your support! 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Daley Yoshimura. 

 
�  ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � ~~ � 

 
YBA/Jr. YBA ?ews 
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The Jr.YBA/YBA would like to thank everyone who supported our 
chow mein dinner on March 7.   

Because of your generosity, 
we were very successful and made $1600.   

This money will be used to help our youth get to Japan in 2011! 
We would like to thank all the people who made 

monetary and food donations.  
We truly appreciate your support! 

 



The Ogden Buddhist Temple Sangha extends its deepest sympathies 
to the families of the following member who recently passed away

May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.

Shige Shimada, April 9, 2009

SENSEI SENSEI SENSEI SENSEI 
THANK YOU to the following for providing the refreshments for the Sensei Socials: 

Mike & Annette Koga, James & Marisa Aoki, Ellen & Steve Kato, Kirk & Betty Yamashita, Mike & Darlene 
Monson, Geoff & Linda Russell, Ruth Kawashima and Kris & Steve Ya

The board hopes that the members are enjoying being able to spend time visiting with one another and getting a 
chance to talk with Rev. Hirano during these socials.

Guest Speaker Rev. David Matsumoto
Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple 

Rev. David Matsumoto has Master's degrees from the Institute of 
Ryukoku University in Japan.  He is presently the Director of Center for Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies. 

 He is currently the minister for the Berkeley Buddhist Temple. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Following the seminar on May 2, the Salt Lake Temple will be showing 
"Always 

Suggested donation is $10 per fami
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam 

 
The Ogden Buddhist Temple Sangha extends its deepest sympathies 

to the families of the following member who recently passed away
 

May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.
Namo Amida ButsuNamo Amida ButsuNamo Amida ButsuNamo Amida Butsu    

 

Shige Shimada, April 9, 2009 
 
 
 

SENSEI SENSEI SENSEI SENSEI SOCIALSOCIALSOCIALSOCIAL 
THANK YOU to the following for providing the refreshments for the Sensei Socials: 

Mike & Annette Koga, James & Marisa Aoki, Ellen & Steve Kato, Kirk & Betty Yamashita, Mike & Darlene 
Monson, Geoff & Linda Russell, Ruth Kawashima and Kris & Steve Ya

The board hopes that the members are enjoying being able to spend time visiting with one another and getting a 
chance to talk with Rev. Hirano during these socials.  If you haven’t stayed for Sensei Social, please join us 

after the 1:00 services.  
 
 

SEMINARSEMINARSEMINARSEMINAR 
“What is the Pure Land?”  

Guest Speaker Rev. David Matsumoto  
Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple 

Rev. David Matsumoto has Master's degrees from the Institute of Buddhist Studies and a PhD from
He is presently the Director of Center for Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies. 

He is currently the minister for the Berkeley Buddhist Temple. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 
 

SALT LAKE SALT LAKE SALT LAKE SALT LAKE MOVIE NIGHTMOVIE NIGHTMOVIE NIGHTMOVIE NIGHT
 

Following the seminar on May 2, the Salt Lake Temple will be showing 
"Always - Sunset on Third Street 2" (Japanese with English subtitles) 

Food will be available for purchase beginning at 5:30 pm.
Chowmein, Spam musubi and Hotdogs are on the menu

as well as other favorite movie treats. 
Suggested donation is $10 per family, Seniors Free and Adults $4.

The movie will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Ogden Buddhist Temple Sangha extends its deepest sympathies  
to the families of the following member who recently passed away. 

May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu.    

THANK YOU to the following for providing the refreshments for the Sensei Socials:  
Mike & Annette Koga, James & Marisa Aoki, Ellen & Steve Kato, Kirk & Betty Yamashita, Mike & Darlene 

Monson, Geoff & Linda Russell, Ruth Kawashima and Kris & Steve Yamada. 
The board hopes that the members are enjoying being able to spend time visiting with one another and getting a 

If you haven’t stayed for Sensei Social, please join us 

Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple  
Buddhist Studies and a PhD from 

He is presently the Director of Center for Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies. 
He is currently the minister for the Berkeley Buddhist Temple. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
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Sunset on Third Street 2" (Japanese with English subtitles)  
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LAS  VEGAS  OBON 

 
The Salt Lake BWA has made arrangements for a bus trip to attend the 

Las Vegas Obon.  Here is the schedule: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Two nights stay at the California Hotel, including bus travel 
                                $135 per person for double occupancy 
                                           $200 single occupancy. 

The bus trip includes complementary drinks and bingo with cash prizes 
Anyone interested in going, please contact Ruth Kawashima at 801-292-6042 by May 15, 2009! 

 
 

       WENDOVER  BUS  TRIP 
         Rainbow Casino 
        Sunday, June 28 

 
$15 per person  (includes free buffet, $5 back) 

 
Reservation Deadline: 

JUNE 21 
Ellen Kato, 771-1761 

 
 

(Board the Bus in Ogden, Riverdale, Layton or Woods Cross) 
Sponsored by The Ogden BWA 
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Friday, August 7     Leave Ogden at 8:00 a.m. 
                               Leave Salt Lake at 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, August 8    Leave hotel for Obon Festival 
Sunday, August 9     Depart Las Vegas around 10:00 a.m. 
                                 Arrive in Salt Lake/ Ogden 
 



 
WASATCH FRONT NORTH 

JACL CHAPTER 
 

10th A??UAL BASKETBALL TOUR?AME?T 
May 14-16, 2009 

& 
I?AUGURAL JU?IORS BASKETBALL TOUR?AME?T 

May 14-16, 2009 
 

April 2, 2009 
 
To: Basketball Participants 
 
Sorry for the late notice, but the Wasatch Front North JACL Chapter is sponsoring the 10th Annual JACL 
Basketball Tournament and Inaugural Juniors Basketball Tournament.  The tournaments will be held at 
Northridge High School in Layton on May 14th – 16th:  Thursday and Friday, 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm, Saturday 
beginning at 9:00 am. 
 
This year, as in the years past, eligibility requires ALL (EXCEPT O?E) members of the team to be at least ¼ 
Asian or a Pacific Islander or an active JACL Member.   
 
Team registration is $150.00 and the Inaugural Juniors Basketball registration is $100.00.  Please make checks 
payable to Wasatch Front North JACL.  Teams may request a later playing time on Thursday and Friday, please 
indicate on the application and we will try to accommodate your preferred time.  Registration packets are 
available by contacting Ryan Yoshida or James Aoki. 
 
Registration deadline is Thursday, April 30th.  We will be limiting the tournament to the first 10 teams that 
send in their registration.  If you know of any teams that would like to participate, have them contact Ryan 
Yoshida at (801)510-6617 or email at ryan.yoshida@gmail.com or James Aoki, (801)920-3576, email at 
james.aoki@hrblock.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Yoshida 
Tournament Chair 
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GOTA?-E 
May Shotsuki Hoyo 

Hatsumairi 
 

Sunday, May 3, 2009 
Service at 1:00 p.m. 

 
GUEST SPEAKER: REV. DAVID MATSUMOTO 
Rev. David Matsumoto has Master's degrees from the Institute of Buddhist Studies and a PhD from Ryukoku 
University in Japan.  He began his ministerial duties at the Stockton Buddhist Temple in 1988.  He is presently 
the Director of Center for Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies. Before attending the Institute of Buddhist 
Studies and studying in Japan, Rev. Matsumoto was an attorney in Minnesota and taught at the University of 
Minnesota Law School and had an Immigration law firm.  He is currently the minister for the Berkeley 
Buddhist Temple 
 
This service is to celebrate the birth of Shinran Shonin (1173-1262), the founder of our sect. It is also called 

Fujimatsuri in reference to the Wisteria flower which represents our sect. Unlike other flowers which seem to 

stand up straight and tall when in full blossom, the wisteria hangs down, when in full bloom, as if in humility. 

This teaches us that a true and real human being does not stand up in arrogance at their accomplishments, but 

rather realizes that they have so much for which to be grateful.  

 

In connection with this very special observance, we hold Shosanshiki also know as Hatsumairi (First visit 

ceremony) or Infant Presentation service. This service is held for all children born into our Sangha over the 

past year. It is a day to present the child to Buddha and to the Sangha, and to celebrate their first step upon 

following the Dharma.     
 
 
 
 
 

 
ESHINNI AND BWA MEMORIAL SERVICE 

June Shotsuki Hoyo 
(in conjunction with Family Service) 

 
Sunday, June 21, 2009 
Service at 10:00 a.m. 

This is a memorial service for the wife of Shinran Shonin, Eshinni. Eshinni is considered the first role model of 
Jodo Shinshu womanhood.  In this regard the memorial service is held in memory of any BWA member who 

died during the previous year. 
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Corrections/Additions to the Shotsuki Hoyo list - please contact Ruth Kawashima, 801-292-6042 
 

 

May � June Shotsuki Hoyo 
 
 
 
  

       
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
For those years not having a specific memorial 
service such as 2nd , 4th, 5th, etc. the temple is 
holding these monthly Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly 
Memorial Service). During these services, the 

temple will list the names of those members who 
have died during the month in the preceding years. 

The families then attend that monthly service in 
memory of their loved one.  These services are not 

meant to replace the specific memorial services. 
Please contact Rev. Hirano to make arrangements 

for those services. Rev. Hirano contact information: 
Office: 363-4742, Home: 299-8727, Emergency: 

718-5755 

        2009 Memorial Service Schedule for those who passed away in:  
 
            2008 - 1 year                1997 - 13 year                1977 - 33 year  
            2007 - 3 year                1993 - 17 year                1960 - 50 year  
            2003 - 7 year                1985 - 25 year                1910 - 100 year 
 

June 28 2005  Haruye K. Endo 
June 12 1998  Yoshiyuki George Hirabayashi 
June 16 1998  Shizue Kano 
June 16 1969  Shegejiro Kawaguchi 
June 7 1977  Kanichi Kawaguchi 
June 28 1985  Kiku Kudo 
June 23 1965  Uji Miya 
June 30 1965  James Jusuburo Murakami 
June 24 2001  Hichiro Jim Nakano 
June 23 1994  Mine Ogata 
June 25 1965  Kakutaro Okawa 
June 24 1998  Masao Okuda 
June 6 2000  Kimiko Tsukamoto 
June 6 2002  Joe Yamashita 
June 26 1976  Suga Yano 
June 11 1993  Tome Yoshimura 
 

 
May 16 2006  Etsuko Fujimoto 
May 17 1963  Zentaro Higashiyama 
May 1 1973  Tomene Higashiyama 
May 24 1969  Tsunayoshi Iseki 
May 26 1965  Shujiro Kakushi 
May 29 1969  Buichi Kataoka 
May 10 1960  Tome Kawaguchi 
May 1 1968  Keitaro Kikuraku 
May 25 1995  Sumiko Koga 
May 28 2002  Shigeko Koga 
May 4 1954  Kaihei Kosaiku 
May 1 1926  Ruby Kosaiku 
May 24 1991  Tsugi Miyagishima 
May 8 1979  Sakujiro Moriyama 
May 24 1974  Shinayo Nakano 
May  17 1986  Hana Nishihara 
May 31 1961  Tsurukichi Omori 
May 16 1973  Suga Omori 
May 19 1969  Ginichi Shigei 
May 3 1972  Tomeyo Shimada 
May 16 1970  Mike Maseo Shimizu 
May 1 1987  Naka Shiramizu 
May 29 1996  Hisako Teramoto 
May 6 1999  Harry Hisao Teramoto 
May 22 2001  Kiyoshi Kay Watari 
May 16 1993  Yoshiye Yamaguchi 
May 16 1991  Kamesaburo Yamasaki 
May 20 1970  Shigenori Yano 
May 6 1972  Toriko Yei 
May 30 2006  Daiiche Yoshimura 
May 20 2005  Sumiye M. Yoshimura 
May 27 2001  Masaji Roy Yoshinaga 
May 1 2008  Helen Fujiko Yoshinaga 
 

May Shotsuki Hoyo 
               May 3, 2009, 1:00 p.m 

June Shotsuki Hoyo 
             June 21, 2009, 10:00 a.m. 
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****TOBA? CLEA?I?G****   
 
Harry & Alice Suekawa (Toban Cleaning Leader) 
Marie Suekawa 
Geoff & Linda-Enamoto Russell 
 
 

               Sun Mon Tue  Wed    Thu   Fri    Sat 
     1 2 

Seminar with 
Rev. 

Matsumoto & 
Movie 

4:00 pm SLBT 
3 

*CHURCH PICTURES* 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
1:00 pm – Gotan E, Shotstki Hoyo 
2:00 pm – Sensei Social 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
10:00 am – Dharma School 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
11:15 am – Dharma School Parent Mtg. 
11:30 am - Meditation 

11 
 

 

12 
 

7:30 pm 
Board 

Meeting 
 

13 14 15 16 

17 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
11:30 am – BWA Meeting 
1:00 pm – Family Service 
2:00 pm – Sensei Social 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
No Dharma School  

25 
Memorial 

Day Service 
*See times 

below* 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 
No Dharma School - LAGOON DAY! 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
11:30 am - Meditation 

      

MAY, 2009 
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Memorial Day Service Schedule 
 

9:00 am – Syracuse Cemetery 
9:30 am – Washington Heights Cemetery 

10:00 am – Ogden Cemetery 



 
 
 

 
****TOBA? CLEA?I?G**** 
 
Mike & Annette Koga (Toban Cleaning Leader) 
Scott Koga 
Sheldon & Kathy Shimizu  

Sun   Mon        Tue     Wed     Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

7 
10:00 am – Dharma School 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
11:30 am – Meditation 
 
 

8 9 
7:30 pm 
Board 

Meeting 

10 11 12 13 

14 
10:00 am – Dharma School Awards  
   (Year end awards – 
   Graduation & Attendance) 
10:30 am – Discussion Group 
11:30 am - Meditation 

15 16 17 18 19 
GEPPO 
Articles 

Due 

20 

21 
10:00 am – BWA Memorial Service      
.                          Eshinni Service 
                    Shotsuki Hoyo 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
BWA Bus Trip to Wendover! 

29 
7:00 pm 

Obon 
Practice 

 

30 July 1 
7:00 pm 

Obon 
Practice 

   

       

JUNE, 2009 
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